
The purpose of the Town’s 
Sustainability Chapter to the 
Comprehensive Plan Update

- to educate and empower town officials to develop and 
implement town policies and programs that advance goals of 
sustainable growth and development 

- help residents learn, internalize and implement more 
environmentally-sustainable and responsible choices and 
practices in their every day lives.





Objectives and Assumptions 
of the Sustainability Chapter 

• sustainability is a journey, not a 
destination

• evidence-based data and research 
inform the chapter’s recommendations 

• focus on protection and stewardship of 
Dover’s natural resources in future 
community development planning

• Build upon foundational knowledge acquired from studies and report

• Use insights as stepping stones to achieve more far-reaching climate 
adaptation climate goals 

















“the study of ecology leads to 
changes in identity and 
psychological perspective…

to a reframing of a person’s 
point of view which restructure 
values, reorganizes perceptions 
and alters the individual’s self-
directed, socially and 
environmentally-directed 
actions.”

The Path to Sustainability-

Cultivating Residents’
“Ecological Identity”

Borden, R. (1986) Ecology and Identity.



Strategies for Community Engagement

1) Establish a municipal-community 
sustainability-focused organization 
“Sustainable Dover”

2) Create a municipal position of Town 
of Dover Sustainability Coordinator

3) Convene and help create a 
“Sustainable Dutchess” organization


